
Dear Junior High School Teachers, 

Thank you for your interest in Speech and Debate (forensics).  We hope that you and your students find 

it a rewarding experience.  There are many options for competition in forensics, and it may seem 

daunting at first.  We would like to invite you to a tournament that could give you and your students an 

introduction to forensics and offer a few “low impact” categories. 

The tournament will take place at Kellenberg Memorial High School on Wednesday, Feb. 8.  We would 

ask everyone to arrive by 4 pm.  It will take about 30 minutes to start, and we will get underway by 4:30.  

We plan to offer 2 rounds of competition and be done by 6:00.  We will present awards to those 

students who do well. 

The two categories we wish to offer are: 

1) Oral Interpretation:  In this category, students read prose and poetry pieces.  They do not need to 

memorize these pieces, merely read them.  For this tournament, we will ask the students to read just 

poetry.  The poem should be between 3-5 minutes long.  We will post ideas for poems on our website, 

www.lifa.org. 

2) Extemporaneous:  This is a current events topic.  Students choose a topic and have 30 minutes to 

prepare a speech of up to 5 minutes.  For this tournament, we will publish the topics the week 

beforehand so that the students can research and prepare for the speeches.  They will only know which 

of the topics they will be speaking on 30 minutes before they are schedules to speak. 

One round will be on domestic issues; one round will be on international issues. 

While the tournament is going on, there will be coaches on hand to teach you about Speech and Debate 

so that you can learn about what we offer.  We plan to have one more speech tournament this year, and 

next year, we would like to offer debate tournaments. 

Small buses can park anywhere in the back parking lot of the school where there is space. Larger buses 

can drop off students, and will be directed to an offsite parking lot across Glenn Curtiss Ave.  

If you wish to attend, please send an email to Bro. John McGrory at jmcgrory@chaminade-hs.org.  He 

will help you to register for the tournament. 

We look forward to seeing everyone on Feb. 8. 

 

Eamonn Cummings 


